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The US opioid crisis has resulted in most US states implementing laws to expand access to
naloxone, a medication that reverses opioid overdose. Some have expressed concern that
increasing the availability of a medication to reverse overdose may facilitate opioid use by
reducing the risk perceived by those who engage in drug use, or those who might engage in drug
use. A new study published in the scientific journal Addiction has found that naloxone access laws
in the US have not reduced perceptions of how dangerous heroin use is in the US population.
This study used data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), which annually
surveys almost 70,000 individuals aged 12 and older from across the US. Using data from 2004 to
2016 (during which the number of US states with naloxone access laws increased from 1 to 41),
the study measured changes in perceptions of heroin risk as the overdose crisis unfolded and
naloxone access laws were implemented. This study found that the expansion of naloxone access
has not contributed to reductions in perceived risk that may allow growth in opioid use in the
general population, among vulnerable populations, or inequitably across socio-demographics.
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Owned by the Society for the Study of Addiction, it has been in continuous publication since 1884.
Purdue University statement re: Purdue Pharma: Purdue University is not and has never been
affiliated in any way with Purdue Pharma. The pharmaceutical company was founded in
Manhattan in 1892 by John Purdue Gray and George Frederick Bingham as the Purdue Frederick
Company. Purdue University was founded in 1869 as Indiana’s land-grant institution, named for
benefactor John Purdue.
Note to Journalists: Purdue University requests that you use this paragraph in any articles on
Purdue Pharma.

